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KEVIN  C ROSS
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R
kevin_cross@ sympatico.ca
W W W . K E V I N - C R O S S . C O M

819.775.8161

CALVIN  SM ITH
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

calvin.smith@century21.ca
W W W . C A L V I N S M I T H . C A

613.371.7999
1691 ROUTE 105, CHELSEA
This home offers 2 bedrooms and 1 bathroom on 
the main level with a basement easily converted 
into a home office or a separate suite with its' 
own entrance! Walk to IGA, Gatineau Park, close
to Exit 24 of Autoroute 5 for easy commuting.
$299,000  •  MLS# 20079273 

Macintyre Inc. 
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

Design & Build • Healthy Homes • Passive & Highly Insulated Homes

Wooden Shoe Timber Frame Co.

613.291.0113     www.woodenshoetimberfames.ca

RBQ: 5705709301

By Stuart Benson

The construction of  afford-
able, multigenerational and 
environmentally-sustainable 
cooperative housing is one-
step closer to being realized in 
Wakefield.

Thanks to a financial contri-
bution of  $15,000 from La Pêche 
municipal Green Fund on Sept. 
5, Cohabitat Wakefield said it 

is reaching its goal of  building 
these kinds of  homes in the 
village. 

“The big push right now is 
fundraising and the best way to 
start was with the Green Fund,” 
said Louise Chatelain, a Wake-
field resident and one of  the 
seven co-founders of  Cohabitat 
Wakefield. “Even though we 
don't have land yet, there's a lot 
of  work that needs to be done in 
pre-development to get to that 
point.” 

Cohabitat Wakefield 
launched as a group in 2015 
and comprises seven founding 
members including: Chatel-
ain, Arleen Prost, Lenny Prost, 
Jacques Rousseau, Diane Ville-
mure, Pat Cummings and Fran-
cine Costa. 

The group’s vision is to 
create a vibrant and cohesive 

community of  approximately 
30 housing units that would be 
affordable and environment-
ally-sustainable. In April 2017, 
Cohabitat Wakefield was incor-
porated as a non-profit solidar-
ity cooperative, meaning future 
tenants will collectively act as 
the owners of  the real estate.    

“Wakefield is becoming 
really attractive to a lot of  
people to move here, which is 
adding more pressure for local 
artists, young families, seniors 
and vulnerable populations that 
are being pushed out of  the area 
for cheaper rent,” explained 
Chatelain. “The pandemic has 
also shown us that food security 
is a huge issue, so we really want 

to look at sustainable ways to 
provide food for the community 
year-long.” 

Cohabitat Wakefield 
states that it believes that the 
cooperative model is the best 
one to accomplish both of  those 
goals, especially the aspect of  
affordability, which Cohabi-
tat Wakefield and The Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corpor-
ation defines as: when a house-
hold spends less than 30 per 
cent of  their before-tax income 
on shelter costs. According to 
2016 Census data, the average 
income for residents in the MRC 
des Collines was $36,779, putting 
“affordable housing” costs at 
$919 per month for the average 

Cooperative housing group gets 
Cohabitat 

Wakefield is 
one step closer 

to building 
affordable 

homes

(From left) Francine Costa, Arleen Prost, Lenny Prost, Diane Villemure, 
Jacques Rousseau, Pat Cummings, and Louise Chatelain are the seven 
founding members of Cohabitat Wakefield.
				          Photo courtesy of Louise Chatelain

“Wakefield is 
becoming re-
ally attractive to 
a lot of people to 
move here, which 
is adding more 
pressure for lo-
cal artists, young 
families, seniors 
and vulnerable 
populations that 
are being pushed 
out of the area for 
cheaper rent.”
– Cohabitat Wake-

field co-founder 
Louise Chatelain
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boost from La Pêche Green Fund
resident. 

Since its creation in 2015, 
Cohabitat Wakefield has been 
busy forging partnerships with 
the Regroupement des OSBL 
d’habitation et d’hébergement 
avec support communautaire 
en Outaouais and the Coopéra-
tive de développement régional 
Outaouais-Laurentides, who are 
helping the group to apply for 
funding from the Canada Mort-
gage and Housing Corporation, 
develop their business plan and 
create internal documents for 
their future members. 

As of  now, Cohabitat Wake-
field has over 50 “support 
members,” many of  whom are 
residents of  Wakefield with an 
interest in actually living in 
the cooperative once it has been 

built. 
“We can't have full-fledged 

members until we have build-
ings,” Chatelain explained, add-
ing that they managed to grow 
their numbers mostly through 
word of  mouth and very little 
media attention, with a few 
exceptions. “There's so much 
support for this because there is 
a need.”

‘Housing is more 
than a roof over 

one's head’
Andrea Smith, one of  

Cohabitat Wakefield’s “sup-
port members,” moved to the 

village in 2017 from Nova Sco-
tia where she had been living in 
cooperative housing for the pre-
vious 10 years. 

“I learned about Cohabitat 
Wakefield two years ago from an 
article in The Low Down,” Smith 
explained. “I loved the commun-
ity and the affordability of  the 
co-op housing model.”

Smith likened her past 
experience with the cooperative 
housing model to a general 
insurance policy for a commun-
ity and everyone living in it. 

“If  I didn't have a tool or 
an emergency happened, there 
were people I could depend on,” 
Smith explained. “[My partner 
and I] have a young kid, so it's 
always nice to know there are 
other adults [around].”

Smith said her experience 
with Cohabitat Wakefield has 
been about “empathizing with 
one another’s interdependence,” 

and building relationships of  
respect and reliance in the com-
munity. She added that recently, 
due to the conditions imposed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
importance of  building com-
munity and having neighbours 
who are there for one another is 
more apparent than ever. 

“Housing is more than a 
roof  over one's head; housing 
is home and community, and 
the current, mainstream model 
of  housing reinforces isolation 
and independence,” Smith said. 
“Anyone who rents in Wakefield 
has a stake in this.”

If  you are interested in sup-
porting Cohabitat Wakefield or 
would like more information, 
you can contact the group at wel-
come@cohabitatwakefield.ca.

“Housing is home 
and community, 
and the current, 
mainstream model 
of housing rein-
forces isolation 
and independence 
... Anyone who 
rents in Wakefield 
has a stake in 
this.”
– Andrea Smith




